
Painless English Grammar and Composition

Unit One Appendix

The simplest way to begin to write is to simply begin.  Here I will give an example of how topics are 
broken down and then composed into paragraphs in three easy steps.

My topic for example one will be Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania

Step 1- write everything you know about the topic.

1. means “Penn's Woods”, named for Admiral Penn
2. founded by William Penn in 1681, administered by his family till the Revolution
3. included parts of (now) New York, Maryland, and Delaware.
4. home to the Delaware or Lenni Lenape tribes & Tuscarora branch of the Iroquois 
5. William Penn negotiated Shackamaxon treaty with the native American tribes; represented in 

Benjamin West painting

Step 2- turn the notes into sentences.

1. Pennsylvania means “Penn's Woods” and was named for William Penn's father, Admiral Penn.
2. The state was founded by William Penn in 1681 and was administered by his family till the 

colonial government was established during the Revolution
3. The colony's charter originally included parts of what are now the states of New York, 

Maryland, and Delaware.
4. Pennsylvania originally was home to the Delaware or Lenni Lenape tribes and the Tuscarora 

branch of the Iroquois League.
5. William Penn himself negotiated a treaty with the native American tribes for use of their land at 

a place called Shackamaxon, which has been represented in a painting by Benjamin West.

Step 3- polish the sentences into a nice, simple paragraph.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania means “Penn's Woods” and was named for William Penn's father, Admiral Penn.  
The state was founded by William Penn in 1681 and was administered by his family till the colonial 
government was established during the Revolution. The colony's charter originally included parts of 
what are now the states of New York, Maryland, and Delaware.  Pennsylvania originally was home to 
the Delaware or Lenni Lenape tribes and the Tuscarora branch of the Iroquois League.  William Penn 
himself negotiated a treaty with the native American tribes for use of their land at a place called 
Shackamaxon.  This event was represented in a famous painting by Benjamin West in 1771.


